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Wisconsin

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics. 

Demographics1

 Population: 5,441,196 (July 2002 estimate); 5,363,675 (2000 U.S. Census)
 Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 87.3% white; 5.6% black/African American; 1.6%

Asian; 0.8% American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.0% Native Hawaiian and other
Pacific Islander; 0.1% some other race; 1.0% two or more races; 3.6%
Hispanic/Latino (of any race).

Politics
 Governor: Jim Doyle2

 Lt. Governor: Barbara Lawton3

 Attorney General: Peggy A. Lautenschlager4

 Secretary of State: Doug LaFollette5

 U.S. Senate: Russell Feingold (D); Herb Kohl (D)6 
 U.S. Representatives: Paul Ryan (R); Ron Kind (D); Thomas E. Petri (D); Mark

Green (R); Gerald D. Kleczka (D); Tammy Baldwin (D); F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
(R); David R. Obey (D)7

 Capitol: Madison8

Programs/Initiatives
 Wisconsin State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse9

The State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse was created in the Office of the
Governor in August 1970 to provide leadership and coordination regarding alcohol
and other drug abuse (AODA) issues confronting the state.

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HITDA)10

Designated in 1998, the Milwaukee HIDTA is responsible for Milwaukee County.
 Ecstasy Initiative11

This statewide government initiative supports ecstasy enforcement and educates
communities on the dangers of ecstasy and other club drug use.

 The Division of Supportive Living (DSL)12

The Wisconsin Department of Health’s Division of Supportive Living manages
programs involving mental health, substance abuse, developmental disability, as well
as aging and long-term support programs.

Federal Funding
 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Wisconsin:13

• FY 2002:
 $100,000 to the School District of River Falls, River Falls
 $98,751 to the Partners in Prevention Rock County, Janesville

• FY 2001:
 $100,000 to the Boys & Girls Club of Sparta, Inc., Sparta
 $100,000 to the Cooperative Educational Services Agency, Portage
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 $100,000 to the Housing Authority of the City of Milwaukee, Fond du Lac
 $99,585 to the Fond du Lac Area School Health Coalition, Milwaukee

• FY 2000: No grantees
• FY 1999:

 $93,073 to the Cooperative Education Service Agency, West Salem
 $100,000 to the Green Bay Area Drug Alliance, Green Bay
 $93,543 to the Prairie du Chien Memorial Hospital Association, Prairie du

Chien
 $48,253 to the Wisconsin Coulee Region Community Action Program,

Westby
• FY 1998:

 $50,000 to the Compass Alliance and Whitefish Bay Drug-Free Alliance,
Glendale

 $99,967 to the Department of Family and Community Medicine, Milwaukee
 $100,000 to Fighting Back, Inc., Milwaukee
 $99,626 to the Marshfield Medical Research and Education Foundation,

Marshfield
 $66,220 to the Menominee Tribal Office, Keshena
 $100,000 to the Office of Community Services, Madison

 Executive Office for Weed and Seed14

Five sites in Wisconsin have received official recognition and Federal funding as
Weed and Seed sites. These are located in Madison, Racine and Milwaukee (3 sites).

 FY 2002 Drug Courts Grant Program recipients in Wisconsin:15

• $500,000 awarded to the Monroe County Justice Department for drug court
implementation.

 FY 2001/2002 SAMHSA Formula and Discretionary Grant Allotment Summary for
Wisconsin:16

• Formula Funding - $33,614,955
 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $25,745,004
 Community Mental Health Service Block Grant - $6,868,644
 Project for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - $527,000
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $474,307

• Discretionary Funding - $9,166,756
 Mental Health - $4,624,012
 Substance Prevention - $3,313,000
 Substance Abuse Treatment - $1,229,744

• Total Mental Health Funds: $12,493,963
• Total Substance Abuse: $30,287,748
• Total Funds for Wisconsin: $42,781,711

 FY 2002 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Wisconsin: $9,108,47417

 FY 2002 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners Formula Grant
amount allocated to Wisconsin: $1,092,39318

 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant recipients in
Wisconsin:19

• $121,578 to the Bayview Foundation Inc., Madison
• $125,000 to WBC Limited, Milwaukee
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 Wisconsin did not receive any funding through the FY 2002 Department of Justice
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services Methamphetamine grant.20

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
 During 2001, there were 4,388 arrests for liquor law violations in Wisconsin.21 

Number of Arrests, Wisconsin, 2001
Offense 2001
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 293
Forcible rape 282
Robbery 970
Aggravated assault 1,738
Burglary 944
Larceny/theft 8,942
Motor vehicle theft 266
Arson 93
Driving under the influence 3,190
Liquor laws 4,388

 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 280 drug violation arrests in
Wisconsin during 2001.22

Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Wisconsin, 1997-2001
Year            Drug Arrests
1997 256
1998 361
1999 335
2000 237
2001 280

 From 1999 to 2000, drug related arrests increased 7.2% in Wisconsin.23

Number of Drug-Related Arrests, Wisconsin, 1999-2000
Arrest Category 1999 2000 % Change
Sale 4,877 5,280 +8.3
   Opium/Cocaine 2,320 2,362 +1.8
   Marijuana 2,062 2,361 +14.5
   Synthetics 128 205 +60.1
   Other 367 352 -4.1
Possession 18,558 19,850 +7.0
   Opium/Cocaine 2,295 1,888 -17.7
   Marijuana 14,361 15,578 +8.5
   Synthetics 243 362 +49.0
   Other 1,659 2,022 +21.9
Total 23,435 25,130 +7.2
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Drugs
 Cocaine

Powder and crack cocaine are both widely available in Wisconsin. The DEA in
Milwaukee and the DEA in Madison report that cocaine is readily available in multi-
kilogram quantities. DEA Green Bay reports that cocaine is readily available in multi-
ounce to kilogram quantities.24 During the first quarter of fiscal year (FY) 2002,
powdered cocaine sold throughout the state for $50 to $125 per gram, $750 to $1,500
per ounce, and $20,000 to $28,000 per kilogram. Crack cocaine sold for $10 to $100
per rock, with the highest prices reported in Green Bay.25

 Heroin
The majority of heroin use in Wisconsin is concentrated in the Milwaukee and Racine
areas of the state. Heroin purity levels have measured as high as 95 percent, giving
users the option of snorting the drug rather than injecting, an option that may appeal
to younger users.26 For the first quarter of FY 2002, heroin sold for $100 to $300 per
gram and $2,000 to $4,000 per ounce.27 

 Marijuana
Marijuana is widely available throughout the state. Marijuana produced in Mexico is
the dominant type; locally produced marijuana is available to a lesser extent.
Cannabis is cultivated outdoors and indoors throughout Wisconsin. Marijuana is
typically sold in open-air markets, public housing projects, and private residences.
During the first quarter of FY 2002, marijuana sold throughout the state for $50 to
$210 per ounce and $500 to $1,650 per pound for both Mexican and locally produced
marijuana.28  

 Methamphetamine
Methamphetamine abuse poses an increasingly serious threat with its availability
increasing in Wisconsin. Methamphetamine produced in Mexico, California, and
southwestern states is available throughout the state.29 For the first quarter of FY
2002, methamphetamine sold for $80 to $125 per gram and $700 to $1,500 per
ounce.30

 Club Drugs
MDMA, GHB, and LSD pose an increasing threat in the state primarily to teenagers
and young adults at raves and dance clubs.31

 Other Drugs
The use of diverted controlled substances in Wisconsin continues to be a problem.
The most commonly diverted controlled substances from the licit market are nubain,
dilaudid, ritalin, Vicodin (hydrocodone), OxyContin, codeine combination products,
benzodiazepines, and the anorectic drugs phentermine and phendimetrazie.32 

 According to 1999-2000 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse,
approximately 41% of Wisconsin citizens ages 26 and older felt that smoking
marijuana once a month posed a great risk.33
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Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Wisconsin, 1999-2000 Data
12-17 18-25 26 + All ages

Past month use of any illicit drug 10.63% 18.19% 4.12% 6.18%
Past month use of marijuana 8.08 16.60 2.86 5.24
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 4.66 5.94 2.08 2.87
Past year cocaine use 1.82 5.50 1.06 1.73
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 33.32 23.75 41.10 37.97

 According to 2000 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse,
approximately 1.24% of Wisconsin citizens reported past year dependence on illicit
drugs.34

Percent of Citizens Reporting Dependence, Wisconsin, 2000
12-17 18-25 26 + All ages

Illicit drug dependence 2.85% 3.10% 0.69% 1.24%
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 5.19 5.31 0.88 1.92
Alcohol dependence 2.50 4.65 1.78 2.24
Alcohol dependence or abuse 7.12 15.63 4.17 6.00
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 9.22 17.66 4.69 6.89

Juveniles
 During 2001, there were 1,077 juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations in

Wisconsin.35

Number of Juvenile Arrests, Wisconsin, 2001
Offense 2001
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter 134
Forcible rape 51
Robbery 332
Aggravated assault 300
Burglary 409
Larceny/theft 2,939
Motor vehicle theft 123
Arson 38
Drug abuse violations 1,077
Driving under the influence 37
Liquor laws 900

 A 2001 survey of Wisconsin high school students showed that about forty-three
percent reported using marijuana at least once in their lifetime.36
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Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Wisconsin, 2001
Drug Type Female Male Total
Lifetime marijuana use 41.0% 44.3% 42.7%
Current marijuana use 22.2 27.7 25.1
Lifetime cocaine use 8.4 7.8 8.1
Current cocaine use 3.2 3.4 3.4
Lifetime inhalant use 15.1 12.4 13.8
Current inhalant use 3.2 3.2 3.2
Lifetime heroin use 2.1 2.9 2.5
Lifetime methamphetamine use 8.7 7.1 7.9

 Approximately fifty-one percent of Wisconsin 12th graders reported lifetime
marijuana use.37

Percent of High School Students Using Selected Drugs, by Grade, Wisconsin, 2001
9th 10th 11th 12th

Lifetime marijuana use 31.3% 40.1% 49.8% 51.4%
Current marijuana use 20.2 23.0 29.9 28.0
Lifetime cocaine use 5.6 6.1 12.1 9.5
Current cocaine use 2.4 2.6 4.7 4.0
Lifetime inhalant use 14.2 12.0 14.4 14.5
Current inhalant use 5.2 1.9 2.5 3.2
Lifetime heroin use 2.4 2.3 1.9 3.5
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.9 7.6 9.7 8.9

Enforcement
 As of October 31, 2001, there were a total of 16,589 full-time law enforcement

employees in Wisconsin.38

 Milwaukee HIDTA Initiatives include the following:39

• Common Thread Task Force – Focusing on the North side of the city of
Milwaukee, this initiative identifies individuals/organizations involved in the
import and distribution of cocaine.

• Heroin Task Force – This initiative focuses on the identification, infiltration,
disruption, and dismantling of heroin drug trafficking organization operations
throughout Milwaukee County.

• Interdiction – This initiative focuses on the interdiction of drugs coming into
Milwaukee County and money going out.

• HIDTA Street Drug Task Force – The Street Drug Task Force conducts short-
term investigations of dealers and gangs that disperse illegal drugs by making
them easily available to the consumer in small quantities. 

• Safe & Sound – This anti-drug/anti-crime initiative attacks the interrelated
problems of drugs, gangs, and guns.
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Trafficking and Seizures
 In April 2002, authorities seized 18 kilograms of cocaine and arrested nine

individuals in the Milwaukee area for their involvement in a drug trafficking ring.40

 In April 2001, investigators from the Wisconsin Department of Justice uncovered a
major marijuana trafficking ring that resulted in one of their biggest seizures in
history. The individual was responsible for the distribution of more than 13 tons of
marijuana in Milwaukee each year from 1996 to 2000.41

 Approximately 68 kilograms of cocaine were seized by Federal agencies in
Wisconsin during 2001.42

Federal Drug Seizures, Wisconsin, 2001
Drug Type Amount (in Kgs.)
Cocaine 68.3
Heroin 2.8
Methamphetamine 16.8
Marijuana 5.2

 An increase in the amount of heroin seized, from 741 grams in 2000 to approximately
3 kilograms in 2001, was reported by the Milwaukee HIDTA.43

 During 2001, approximately 592 kilograms of marijuana were reported seized by the
Milwaukee HIDTA, compared to 11 kilograms seized in 2000.44

 More than 6,000 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Wisconsin under the
DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program in 2001.45

Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Wisconsin, 2001
Outdoor Operations

                          Cultivated
      Plots               Plants
 Eradicated      Eradicated

Indoor Operations

     Grows             Plants
     Seized          Eradicated

Total
Cultivated

Plants
Eradicated

191 2,653 154 3,707 6,360

 The DEA and State and local authorities seized 44 methamphetamine labs in
Wisconsin during 2001. In 1996, 3 methamphetamine labs were reported seized in
Wisconsin. 46

 
Number of Methamphetamine Labs Seized, Wisconsin, 1996-2001

Year Total
1996 3
1997 0
1998 1
1999 5
2000 26
2001 44
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Courts
 Drug Courts47

As of January 2003, there was one drug court in Wisconsin that has been operating
for over two years and two that have recently been implemented. Six drug courts are
being planned in Wisconsin.

 During FY 2001, 39.1% of Federally sentenced offenders in Wisconsin were drug
offenders. Approximately 40% of the drug offenses involved powder cocaine.48

Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Offenses, Wisconsin, FY 2001
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total
Powder cocaine 68 39.8%
Crack cocaine 57 33.3
Marijuana 20 11.7
Heroin 14 8.2
Methamphetamine 12 7.0
Other 0 0.0

Consequences of Use
 During 2001, there were 123 drug-related deaths in Milwaukee County according to

Medical Examiners (ME).49

Number of ME Drug Mentions, Selected Drugs, Milwaukee County, 2001

Selected Drugs 2000 2001
Single-Drug
Deaths, 2001

Alcohol-in-combination 46 36 --
Cocaine 63 69 20
Heroin/morphine 23 22 2
Marijuana 5 2 --
Amphetamines -- 2 --
Methamphetamine -- 1 --
Club drugs -- 2 --
Hallucinogen -- -- --
Inhalants -- -- --
Narcotic analgesics 60 45 6
Other analgesics 16 11 2
Benzodiazepines 28 27 3
Antidepressants 30 23 2
All other substances 47 38 4
Total drug deaths 110 123 39
Total drug mentions 318 278 --

Corrections
 As of February 14, 2003, the Wisconsin Department of Corrections reported 21,462

adult prisoners.50
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 At the end of October 2002, there were 67,204 adults on probation/parole in
Wisconsin.51

 At the end of calendar year 2001, the Wisconsin Department of Corrections Juvenile
Corrections reported 754 juvenile prisoners.52

Treatment
 During 2001, 19,806 people were admitted to drug/alcohol treatment in Wisconsin.

More than 1,800 of the clients (9.3% of all admissions) reported that marijuana was
their primary substance of abuse.53

Admissions to Treatment, by Primary Drug of Abuse, Wisconsin, 2001
Primary Drug of Abuse Number Percent
Alcohol only 10,892 55%
Alcohol with secondary drug 3,254 16.4
Heroin 383 1.9
Other opiates 225 1.1
Cocaine – smoked 1,273 6.4
Cocaine – other route 265 1.3
Marijuana 1,843 9.3
Amphetamines 110 0.6
Other stimulants 4 0.0
PCP 1 0.0
Hallucinogens 20 0.1
Tranquilizers 29 0.1
Sedatives 6 0.0
Inhalants 11 0.1
Other/unknown 1,490 7.5
Total 19,806 100.0

Sources
                                                          
1 U.S. Census Bureau Web site: http://www.census.gov
2 Governor of Wisconsin Web site: http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/
3 Lt. Governor of Wisconsin Web site: http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/ltgov.asp
4 Wisconsin Department of Justice Web site: http://www.doj.state.wi.us/
5 Wisconsin Secretary of State Web site: http://www.state.wi.us/agencies/sos/
6 U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov/
7 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/members/index.php
8 Wisconsin Web site: http://www.wisconsin.gov/state/home
9 Wisconsin State Council on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Web site: http://www.scaoda.state.wi.us/
10 Office of National Drug Control Policy, Milwaukee High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web site:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/hidta/frames_milwa.html
11 Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance Web site: http://oja.state.wi.us/static/
12 Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services Web site:
http://www.dhfs.state.wi.us/aboutDHFS/DSL/dslservs.htm
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13 Drug-Free Communities Support Program Web site, Wisconsin Section:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/states/wi.html
14 Executive Office for Weed and Seed Web site: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/eows/neighborhoods.htm
15 Office of Justice Programs Drug Courts Grant Program FY 2002:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/DrugCourts/02DCgrants.htm
16 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Formula and Discretionary Grant
Allotment Summary: http://www.samhsa.gov/funding/content/states01/State.htm
17 Bureau of Justice Assistance, FY2002 Byrne Formula Grant State Allocations:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/html/FY2002BYRNE.htm
18 Office of Justice Programs, Corrections Program, State-by-State Grant Activities:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/mapfiles/wi.htm
19 U.S. Housing and Urban Development, Federally Assisted Low-Income Housing Drug Elimination
Grants: Detailed Congressional Report, FY 2001:
http://www.hud.gov/content/releases/drugelimination.pdf
20 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, COPS Methamphetamine Grant Announcement,
November 14, 2002: http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/GrantAnnounce/meth_grantees.pdf
21 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
22 Drug Enforcement Administration, Wisconsin State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
23 Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance, Drug Arrests in Wisconsin 2000:
http://oja.state.wi.us/static/pdf%20files/publications/Drug%20Rpt%20-%202000%20annual.pdf
24 Ibid.
25 National Drug Intelligence Center, Wisconsin Drug Threat Assessment Update, June 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
26 Drug Enforcement Administration, Wisconsin State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
27 National Drug Intelligence Center, Wisconsin Drug Threat Assessment Update, June 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
28 National Drug Intelligence Center, Wisconsin Drug Threat Assessment Update, June 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
29 Drug Enforcement Administration, Wisconsin State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
30 National Drug Intelligence Center, Wisconsin Drug Threat Assessment Update, June 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
31 Ibid.
32 Drug Enforcement Administration, Wisconsin State Factsheet:
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
33 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, State Estimates of Substance Use from the
2000 National Household Survey on Drug Abuse: Volume II. Supplementary Technical Appendices,
October 2002: http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/2kState/PDF/Vol2/OOSAERptVol2_W.pdf
34 Ibid.
35 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
36 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance – United States, 2001,
June 2002: http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/2001/index.htm
37 Ibid.
38 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States 2001, October 2002:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/01cius.htm
39 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Web site, Milwaukee HIDTA section:
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/enforce/hidta/milwa-fs.html
40 National Drug Intelligence Center, Wisconsin Drug Threat Assessment Update, June 2002:
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
41 Ibid.
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Data by State: http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/newmapv1.htm

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1159/index.htm
http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/wisconsin.html
http://www.ussc.gov/judpack/2001/wi01.pdf
http://www.wi-doc.com/
http://wwwdasis.samhsa.gov/webt/newmapv1.htm


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
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information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues, contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332
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